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UK International Trade Policy –
full steam ahead
• Agreement in principle with Australia – reached June 2021
• Agreement in Principle with New Zealand – reached October 2021
• Accession talks to join 11 nation trading partnership known as CPTPP
• Talks to start with Canada, Mexico and India by end of year, Gulf Cooperation
Council to follow soon after
• Talks with USA “stalled” but progress is being made on trade issues
• Review of preferences granted to developing countries
• Engagement at the WTO – encouraging rules based free trade
• UK Global Tariff review to support government objectives
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Pantheon Macroeconomics

Input Costs rising
Key farming input costs July 2020 vs July 2021
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Farm incomes under pressure

Trade and Agriculture Commission #1
Report Published in March 2021 – key recommendations on
export competitiveness:
1.

Recommendation 12: increase investment in knowledge and insight of
overseas markets through a systematic mapping of the sector’s
competitive advantages.

2.

Recommendation 13: The UK government should support and participate
in a new Food and Drink Export Council, which would bring together
industry and government export leads across 4 nations of UK.

3.

Recommendation 14: A specialist agri-food export body for England
providing a one-stop-shop trade information, to give it the best chance of
success..

4.

Recommendation 15: escalate the pace of efforts to remove market access barriers, through FTA
negotiations and wider diplomacy (e.g. by expanding the UK Export Certification Partnership)

5.

Recommendation 16: The UK government should rapidly increase its overseas resourcing, by expanding
its network of agri-food experts based in embassies in target markets.

6.

Recommendation 17: The UK government should review marketing and promotional activities for agrifood exports, particularly under the banner of the GREAT campaign.

Trade Diplomacy
Country

Number of Staff

No. of Offices/ Countries

USA

135 Foreign Agriculture Staff (FAS) + 350
locally employed staff

98 offices, 177 countries

New Zealand
Australia

18 Agricultural Attaches
22 Agricultural Counsellors

13 Countries

Canada

38 Agricultural Commissioners (AFSC)

16/17 countries

Netherlands

4 Full Agri postings
5 Agri/Sante postings
c.20 full postings across DG Agri and DG
Sante
c. 35

Brazil

26 agricultural attaches

EU

11 Countries
58 offices, 79 countries
17 countries

Looking Ahead - Priorities
A comprehensive agri-food strategy to improve UK on-farm
productivity and increase exports
•

More evidence of a strategic, cross-government approach to
agricultural competitiveness, and a commitment to ongoing
assessment of the impact of trade liberalisation to inform
domestic policy development

•

A detailed and properly resourced export strategy Government match-funding for export promotion and
market development; Investment in trade diplomacy;
establishment of a UK Export Council; and more technical
resource on market access.

•

A cross-government strategy to improve productivity and
competitiveness in domestic farming - Properly funded
domestic agricultural schemes to improve productivity; a full
assessment of the regulatory burdens holding back on-farm
productivity; adjustment assistance scheme to help domestic
businesses adversely affected by the impacts of trade
liberalisation.

