


Buccleuch

Inspiring places, 

welcoming people

With a remarkable past and an 

exciting future, Buccleuch is a 

diverse and modern business 

focused on maintaining and 

enhancing the environment for 

generations to come.



Buccleuch: an introduction

Working across four estates, in Scotland 

and England, Buccleuch is a diverse and 

modern rural business, focused on 

enhancing the assets under its care for 

future generations

Our colleagues are committed to finding 

the right balance between economic, 

community and environmental objectives 

to achieve a sustainable business 

outcome. This holistic approach to land 

management encompasses community 

aspirations, financial sustainability and a 

positive environmental impact



Borders Estate

Located in southern Scotland, Borders 
Estate spans a diverse and dramatic 
landscape, from the Lothians to the 
Scottish Borders and Dumfries and 
Galloway.

It is home to Bowhill House, historic seat of 
the Scotts of Buccleuch.

The wider estate enables the team to work 
across the spectrum of Buccleuch’s main 
enterprises; 

• agriculture
• forestry
• renewable energy
• commercial property
• hospitality and tourism



Agriculture

Respectful of our agricultural heritage, we are 
dedicated to introducing sustainable farming 
solutions across our estates.

• One of the UK’s largest agricultural business 
(57,600 acres and 57,560 livestock)

• Generating income through in-hand and farm 
tenancies

• Employing innovative and sustainable 
practices:
- Borders Farming Partnership participates in 

the pioneering agri-epicentre project
- constantly investing in new technologies; 

improving animal welfare and increasing 
sustainable food production

• Fully integrated, participating in every part of 
the food production cycle; a ‘primary’ food 
producer and growing much of the food for 
our livestock

• Supplying major supermarkets including 
Waitrose, Marks and Spencer and Tesco

• 200kW anaerobic digester (AD) plant on the 
Borders Estate recycles farm manure to green 
electricity for the estate and the GSHP at 
Bowhill House (the first in the UK)



Forestry

From the South of Scotland to Northamptonshire, 
we are tasked with caring for some of Britain’s 
best-loved forestry and woodland.

• 18,000 acres of highly productive commercial 
forests, producing over 30,000 tonnes of timber

• Woodland estates managed on a sustainable 
basis, having been certified under the UK 
Woodland Assurance - complying with the 
highest social and environmental standards for 
over 20 years

• Timber is sold through a mix of long-term 
arrangements and open-market tendering

• Controlling interest in Alba Trees with a view to 
controlling the supply chain and securing a 
supply of young trees to increase the scale and 
output of our forestry operations

• Alba Trees is UK’s largest producer of cell-grown 
trees, producing 22 million trees per annum

• Since 2015, over 3,200 acres of low productivity 
agricultural land have been redesignated for 
forestry use. 

• A further 5,700 acres will be planted on the 
Estate’s land by 2025.



Renewable energy

We recognise the importance of renewable 
energy in the global drive to net zero and the 
contribution Buccleuch can make.

• Our current portfolio of potential energy 
projects consists of a mix of wind, solar, 
battery storage and pumped storage hydro 
developments across all our estate with a 
potential generating capacity in excess of 
1.2 gigawatts.

• We are dedicated to supporting sustainable 
initiatives that generate energy for use across 
our rural estates

- a 90kW biomass boiler to heat Drumlanrig 
Castle

- a 200kW anaerobic digester at the Borders 
Estate

- solar panels which deliver all the energy 
needs (50kW) of the egg production plant on 
the Borders Estate

- a 145kW combined heat and power plant on 
Boughton estate.



Bowhill 
House and 
Gardens

The historic country home of the Duke and Duchess of Buccleuch, 
Bowhill House and its surroundings are a hidden treasure in the 
Scottish Borders. Originally built in 1708, and completed in its 
current form in 1876, the House hosts an historic art collection, 
including 1,000 miniatures and objets d’art.

The surrounding Estate features many miles of way-marked walking 
trails and families can enjoy the adventure playground. The 
expansive estate enables the team to work across the spectrum of 
Buccleuch’s enterprises; forestry, agriculture, residential and 
commercial property, renewable energy sites and hospitality and 
tourism.


